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Toc H members accept a four-lold commitment: 


me vo. build friendships across the barriers that divide man 
from man. 


2 To give personal service. 


3 To find their own convictions while always being willing to 
listen to the views of others. 


4 To work for the building of that better world which has been 
called the Kingdom of God. 


This magazine, which acts as a forum for ideas about Toc H 
and about the world in which we live. takes its title from the 
third of these Four Points—to think fairly. 


VIEW 
point 


Give yourself a break 


Give yourself a break from the 
rush and routine of daily life. 
How about taking a day off and 
going to spend it in some peace- 
ful spot, in quietness or even 
solitude? 


‘Impossible’, I hear you say. 
‘That’s quite impractical, I can’t 
take the day off: there’s the job, 
the kids, the dog, meals-on- 
wheels. And even if I wanted to, 
where would I find quietness or 
solitude?’ 


That’s a fair indication of how 
busy our lives have become, of 
the pace of life which our society 


has now reached. We are moving 


at an ever-quickening trot and 
the competition for houses, 
schools and jobs, cars and colour 
televisions dictates that we rush 
along with the rest or fall out of 
the race, It seems that you have 
to buy bigger and buy better, 
or else you do not buy at all. 
Even our leisure pursuits are 
now so expensive that we have 
to work harder to pay for them. 


We cannot put the clock back, 
but we can slow it down a little. 
I am convinced that one of our 
greatest nceds today is simply to 
be still. We need to stand aside 
from the rush, to opt out of the 
competition for a while and 


spend some time on ourselves. 
We must be able to stop and 
ask ourselves: ‘Do I want to go 
faster, buy bigger and better?’ 
For unless we retain enough 
objectivity to question the social 
values which influence our lives, 
we will be swept along in the 
general unthinking hubbub. 
The hubbub robs us of our 
sense of direction, and this is 
fatal for anyone who believes 
that he has a special purpose 
and goal to follow. 


In order to keep a sense of direc- 
tion we have to keep our cool. 
Somehow we have to preserve 
an inner harmony, a control of 
our emotions. One of the best 
ways of doing this is, I think, 
through quietness and con- 
templation. The mystics tell us 
that this is the surest road to 
God. Yet this practice of quiet- 
ness andi stillness is something 
which Western conventional 
church worship has neglected 
for far too long. We have much 
to learn from other religions, 
and meditation is at the top of 
my list. Through meditation we 
are told that we can develop 
sufficient self-awareness to be 
able to discipline our minds and 
emotions, and to hold ourselves 
in harmony and in control. 
Think of the strength which 


we could derive from that ex- 
perience! And think how much 
more effective we would be if 
we were able to receive grace as 
well as give it. We spend a tre- 
mendous amount of time in 
Toc H giving; there is also time 
to receive. 


Meditation is peculiarly suited 
to the needs of the time, for its 
ultimate aim is to achieve a 
constant mental state of peace 
and harmony, With practice 
we could build a well of inner 
stillness and retain it even in the 
middle of noise and bustle. 
This inner stillness and peace 
is probably the most valuable 
commodity of our age. 

SMcW 


Don’t miss 

A Fellowship in Silence 
by John Forbes 

on page 70 


And next month 


The Practice of Buddhism 
and 


Central Council Report 


WELCOME 


to our new Director, Ken 
Prideaux-Brune, already 
known to thousands of 
members and friends 
through the pages of 
Point Three. 


Ken was almost born into 
Toc H; his childhood was 
certainly steeped in Toc H 
influence. His father was 
at Poperinge with Tubby, 
and after the war became 
one of the first Marksmen 
to live at Mark |. Since then 
he has remained deeply 
involved with Toc H and 
is now a President of the 
Movement. His mother, 
also deeply committed, is 
a Trustee of the Women’s 
Association. Tubby was 
always a very regular 
visitor to the Prideaux- 
Brune home, and kept a 
strong personal link with 
the family, marrying Ken’s 
parents and baptising Ken. 
In 1966 Tubby married 
Ken and Barbara and later 
baptised their two sons, 
Hugh (now aged 7) and 
John (4). 


While at Oxford University, Ken 
spent two summers as one of four 
ADCs to Tubby, acting as his 
companion and looking after his 
many visitors. In 1957, when 
Ken left university, Tubby 
invited him to take over the 
administration of the Winant 
volunteer programme, Two years 
later the first Clayton group set 
off for the States. Ken was never 
actually a volunteer himself, but 
remained as administrator until 
early this year, 
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At the same time, Ken acted as 
assistant to the Schools Secretary, 
Alec Churcher. This entailed 
going to all kinds of schools and 
trying to interest people in 

Toc H. In those days, there was 
remarkably little to offer young 
people, apart from the Marks 
and possible opportunttics over- 
seas. It was under thenext 
Schools Secretary, Col “Tosher 
Elliott and his assistant Alan 
Hill, that the projects idea was 
formed; on the grounds that if 
Toc H was to interest young 
people it had to give them an 
opportunity to experience what 
it was all about. Ken was a 
member of the first Projects 
Team, together with John and 
Jenny Mitchell and Jenny 
Dessaur. They worked for three 
years from Trinity ‚Square, and 
then project organisation was 
decentralised to regional offices. 


In 1967 Ken was appointed 
editor, and launched the new 
magazine, Point Three. He con- 
tinued as editor for seven years 
and during this time was closely 
involved with the work of Peter 
East from Talbot House, Tower 
Hill, as Chairman of the Talbot 
House Management Committee. 
He also helped Peter to get the 
new hostel for young Bengalis 
off the ground. 


Since April this year Ken has 
acted as Secretary to the Wake- 
field Trust, suggesting ways in 
which the Trust might be fully 
involved in community work in 
Tower Hamlets, in association 
with Toc H. He has also been a 
member of the South East 
Regional Staff Team and was 
elected as the team’s Convener, 


Much of Ken’s work has been 
spent in initiating and developing 
new ideas: Clayton Volunteers, 
projects, the new Point Three and 
community work at Tower Hill, 
Through these imaginative 
ventures, Ken has already made 
a considerable, if unobtrusive, 
contribution to the life and 
thinking of the Movement. 


Ken explains in an interview 
with Sue McWilliam why he 
is prepared to take on the 
job of Director. 


‘I am an optimist about Toc H, 
I am an optimist because it 
scems to me that the kind of 
values for which we stand are 
desperately and urgently needed 
in the world today. Clearly, 
materialism has failed, and is 
increasingly seen to have failed. 
To see one’s purpose in life 
primarily in terms of an ever- 
improving standard of living is a 
recipe for disaster. More and 
more people are looking for 
something to put in its place. 


‘The great task that is set before 
us is to demonstrate that there 
are other values, that there are 
different and more satisfying 
goals in life, and that there are 
deeper satisfactions than the 
satisfactions that can be bought. 
These goals, these satisfactions, 
must, I believe, be based on the 
insights of Jesus of Nazareth into 
human life, on the values which 
he both taught and lived. 


‘These values include such things 
as the fight against poverty, 
against the continuing division 

of this country into two nations 
and the continuing division of the 
world into the “haves” and 
“have-nots”. These values in- 
clude such things as helping 
people to shake off the apathy 
that keeps them penned up in 
their little boxes in order to share 
in the responsibility for helping to 
mect the necds of those around 
them. These values imply a 
willingness to opt out of the 
struggle for power and status. 
Above all, these values mean that 
we seek to establish a more 
human kind of society, a society 
based on love and compassion 
rather than on competition. 


‘Christian values are based on 
personal relationships, We have 
got to spread the kind of relation- 
ships we enjoy in Toc H into the 
community around us, We have 
got to share as widely as we can 
what has been finely called “the 


creative art of friendship”. What- 
ever the particular methods we 
use, whatever the activities on 
which we are engaged, that’s 
what it’s all about, 


“But values are things which you 
can only discover from experi- 
ence. They can’t really be trans- 
mitted by preaching, talking or 
writing, Only as people have an 
opportunity to sce these values 
lived out, and to share in that 
living, will they be convinced. 
This is Toc H’s greatest contri- 
bution. Toc H is, I think, unique 
in placing such a tremendous 
emphasis on reflecting on the 
experience gained, and on using 
the expericnce to work out what 
is important and what values are 
worth fighting for. 


‘I am an optimist, again, because 
the young people who have been 
involved with Toc H over the 
past few ycars clearly see the 
point of what Toc H is about and 
clearly see its ideals and approach 
as being highly relevant in today’s 
world, Through concepts like the 
District branch and the growth 
of what one might call “week-end 
Toc H”, we are beginning to find 
new ways of harnessing the 
enthusiasm and commitment of 
this new generation. 


‘I personally am very excited 
about the whole process of 
regionalisation, because it is 
involving a lot of new people in 
fairly fundamental thinking 
about Toc H and putting 
decision-making in a local con- 
text, where it ought to be. It can 
also tie together the various 
aspects of Toc H, for local 
members will be fully concerned 
with Marks, projects and any 
other expression of Toc Hin 
their Region.’ 


Ken feels strongly that there 
are certain new directions in 
which the Movement should 
be heading. 


‘I hope we will become more 
involved in race relations, We 
have done little more than dabble 


here as yet (except in one or two 
specific instances), There is a 
necd for us to work out the things 
we stand for at points of real 
tension, in situations more cx- 
treme than those we migh* 
normally encounter. If the things 
we keep talking about-loving 
widely, breaking down barriers 
between people—mcan anything, 
they must mean that we should 
regard the race barrier as a 
priority for attention. This is a 
major barrier in terms of keeping 
people apart. 


‘I am also convinced that we’ve 
got to be much more effective in 
communicating to the general 
public what we do and why we 
do it. We need to adopt a more 
positive attitude to local publicity 
at Regional and District level, 
using the advice and help which 
is available from the Public 
Relations department at 
Wendover, We have to see 
public relations as an essential 
part of transmitting our ideals, 
not just an optional extra.’ 


Ken explains how he sees his 
role as Director. 


‘Toc H is of its essence a group 
experience, and this needs to be 
true of the leadership as of any 
other part of the Movement. 

This means that the principal 
officers need to operate as a team, 
and that they and the Central 
Executive need to operate as a 
team. So also, the Director must 
work closely with the field staff 
and, hopefully, with the Regional 


Exccutives, 


‘Having said that, I think the 
Director clearly has a role in 
helping both the Central Execu- 
tive and the Regional Executives 
to develop their policy, and in 
trying to see that these policies 
are carried out. I foresee a part 
of the job as keeping the Regional 
Executives in touch with one 
another and in helping them to 
learn from one another’s insights 
and mistakes. We need to define 
more closely what we expect of 
our field staff and to work out, in 


conjunction with them and their 
Executives, what their brief will 
be. It is important that the 
Dircctor is felt to be available for 
them to discuss their job. So I 
can sce the need to travel widely, 
to get to know people throughout 
the country. One cannot begin to 
advise Executives on policy un- 
less one is aware of the thinking 
of the Movement as a whole. 


‘I think there is a responsibility 
on the Director all the time to 
help people to get behind the 
nitty-gritty, day-to-day practi- 
calities and to think again on 
what the Movement is really all 
about. I say this, not in any sense 
claiming I have all the answers, 
because I don’t. It would be 
ridiculous for any one person to 
think that his thoughts and views 
were of more value than anyone 
else’s. But I think there is a need 
for us all to be willing to share 
our thinking about the Move- 
ment, and there is a particular 
responsibility in that kind of way 
on the Director.’ 


Finally, Sue McWilliam asked 
Ken what he enjoyed most 
in Toc H. 


‘One of the problems when trying 
to define in words what Toc H is 
about is that it inevitably seems 
to come out solemn and serious. 
The important thing is that it’s 
fun and that people enjoy it, 

and that the kind of work we do 
can’t be done unless people are 
enjoying it. One of the character- 
istic features of Toc H, and to me 
the most exciting, is that you can 
move from deep seriousness to 
complete hilarity within a minute 
without either seeming out of 
place. I think that one of our 
most important roles may well 
be to help people learn how to 
enjoy this, how to live life to the 
full. I see that as a deeply 
Christian role. Hence I believe 
that the growing number of 
week-ends devoted to music and 
painting, poetry and drama, are 
central to what we’re about. 
They are an important part of 
our journey of discovery,’ 
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News, cartoons, crosswords and 
photos (clear black and white, please) 
are always welcome. Please send to: 
Editorial Office, 1 Forest Close, 
Wendover, Bucks HP22 6BT. 


BAOR playscheme 


SUCCESS 
Ged Bates and Trisha Caddy 
Project leaders 1974 


Last summer a team of Toc H 
volunteers, backed by all the facili- 
ties a willing army could muster, 
ran a most successful playscheme 
in Paderborn, Paderborn Garrison 
serves as the home of 300 British 
Servicemen and their families. 
This summer the project was re- 
peated-perhaps with an even 
greater degree of success, Over 100 
people were directly involved in 
the playscheme this ycar: 80 chil- 
dren, a few older brothers and 
sisters as willing helpers, scveral 
brave mothers and, of course, the 
team of volunteers, flown out from 
the UK. 

Together they took part in 
varied activities like swimming, 
painting, games and visits to a 
parachute jumping display and 
the Army dog-training kennels, 


Time off for one of the Verden 
leaders, Andy Carapiet 


All found happiness in the making 
of new friends, and all learnt some- 
thing-not merely facts about the 
world in which we live, but maybe 
a little about the value of friend- 
ship, co-operation and teamwork, 

All of us in Toc H, especially 
those who made up the two teams 
of volunteers running the schemes, 
can take pride and satisfaction in 
the two successful projects, but 
what is to happen in the future? 
Next year there will be no team of 
volunteers sent out to manage the 
mammoth task ofa playscheme for 
80 energetic children. Whether 
rightly or wrongly, Toc H has 
handed the task over to the com- 
munity so that scarce resources can 
be used to start schemes elsewhere. 

The future is always uncertain; 
Toc H can only hope to judge the 
success (from the long-term point 
of view) of the projects in Pader- 
born in three or four years’ time, 
when we can see what activities 
have gone on for young children 
in our absence. There are, how- 
ever, many reasons to be hopeful, 
and no one in Paderborn wants 
the playscheme to die. The Toc H 
schemes were so good we showed 
them what can be achieved. For 
most of us the highlight of the 
scheme this year was a camp fire 
and sing-song barbecue held one 
evening (shortly before our depar- 
ture) on the playscheme site. It is 
estimated that over 150 people 
attended-a fantastic number by 
any account and an indication of 
the community’s interest in what 
was going on. After the Toc H 
volunteers departed a small but 
capable and enthusiastic team of 


Volunteers on the Toc H playscheme 
for BAOR children at Verden. The 
second Toc H playscheme in 
Germany, it was set up after last 
year's playscheme success at 
Paderborn 


mothers continued the scheme fon 
Š = “LLON 
a further week with great SUCCESS 
Point Three is privileged to print a 
letter written by Brigadier Martin 
Sinnalt, Garrison Officer at Paderborn, 
to Wally Walton, South East Regional 
Staff. 
Dear Wally, 

Now that the Toc H playscheme 
at Elsen has ended, I wanted to 
write to thank you and your organ- 
isation for everything you did 
From our point of view it has been 
the most tremendous success, and 
we were all enormously impressed 
by the young people who ran the 
scheme, They were charming, in- 
dustrious and original ; everything 
they did was utterly selfless, and I 
cannot adequately express my own 
and the Garrison’s debt of grati- 
tude. I recall, from the ‘Flower 
Power’ days, the expression ‘beau- 
tiful people’-I now know what it 
means. 

The measure of their success is, 
first, the marvellous reaction of the 
children; secondly, and possibly 
more important, the fact that the 
parents have taken it upon them- 
selves to keep the scheme going, 
Only the enthusiasm and example 
of your young team made this 
possible. It is a compliment to 
them indeed and augurs well for 
next year when we go it alone. 

I find it difficult to single out 
those to whom my thanks should 
be directed; obviously to you per- 
sonally for your invaluable advice 
and groundwork in the original 
setting up, to Keith Rea for his 
encouragement, to John Sowerby 
for all his help and, particularly, 
to the team themselves led so ably 
by Ged Bates and Patricia Caddy. 
Weare all richer for the experience 
if only for the awareness of what 
can be donc, by dedicated and un- 
selfish young pcople, for the good 
of the community. 

I would be most grateful if my 
thanks could be expressed to 
Toc H for making the scheme 
possible, to the organisation and, 
most of all, to the members of the 
tam, It was a privilege to have 
them amongst us. 

Yours sincerely, 

Martin Sinnatt 


Impressions of 
Poperinge 

By Stanley Stilwell 

a disabled membor from Greathouse 
Cheshire Home, as recounted to 

Reg Coates 

I have been a member of Toc H 
since 1962; soon afterwards I be- 
came a resident at Greathouse 
Cheshire Foundation Home and 
joined the recently formed joint 
branch. 

I suppose that every member of 
Toc H wishes to visit the Old 
House at some time, and this de- 
sire exists no less in disabled mem- 
bership. It gave me much joy, 
therefore, to be able to go this year, 
aided by several members, includ- 
ing John Forbes. 

Talbot House is bigger than I 
expected and at the present time 
presents difficulties for a disabled 
person. I was disappointed to 
learn that ground-floor extensions 
which might have permitted a 
wheelchair member to visit are not 
to proceed, In the street the foot- 
ways were narrow, often less than 
a metre, and these were often ob- 
structed by bicycles. For this rea- 
son wheelchairs would be obliged 
to travel on the carriageway, and 
this perhaps explains why I saw 
none, 

Taking gifts of butter, tea, fruit- 
cake and marmalade to the Alms- 
houses (paid for from ticket dis- 
count from a Cheltenham theatre 
visit) was enjoyed by all, Each of 
the 19 recipients, the widows of 
St Catherine’s, invited us into 
their homes, They said it was the 
first time a Toc H party had visited 
them. The new vicar of Ghent and 
Ypres, the Rev Tim Dugdale, and 
his wife Honor, joined us there on 
the Friday afternoon, and stayed 
with us in Talbot House until the 
following evening. They were per- 
fect party companions. 

I was unable to attend the Gom- 
munion Service which Tim con- 
ducted in the Upper Room on the 
Saturday, with Poperinge Toc H 
members attending. The reason 
was that during my one and only 
visit to the Upper Room I became 
stuck and had to be helped down 
by two members, 


The weather could not have 
been kinder, and allowed several 
picnics at the Pool of Peace, in our 
own garden and along the Ram- 
parts walk at Ypres. I enjoyed 
attending the ceremony of the 
Last Post at the Menin Gate, 
sounded by a British Army detach- 
ment who also laid a wreath. We 
were specially féted at Poperinge 
School fair and went on an inter- 
esting tour around the School to 
view the pupils’ work in wood and 
metal, The School presented Tal- 
bot House with a dark, wrought- 
metal three-holder candlestick, At 
the Town Hall, Agnes Cook read 
a letter of friendship, bearing a 
handsome gold seal, from the Lord 
Mayor of Cardiff, presenting it to 
the Burgomaster, Mr Sansen, 

The visits made by our party to 
homes of members and friends in 
Poperinge were not only tremen- 
dously enjoyable, but also memor- 
able and manifestly worth while. 

Our numbers were more than 
trebled by those who joined us at 
Talbot House for coffee and cake 
in the library lounge at the start of 
our stay, and again on the last 
night, and it was good to have so 
many young people with us. Our 
final joint activity was a short 
service around the Lamp. The 
Ceremony of Light was shared by 
the youngest member of the South 
Wales party, in Binyon’s verse, and 
by a Poperinge member in the 
St Francis prayer. I was glad to 
be able to take an active part in 
this service. 

My days at Talbot House were 
happy. I was impressed by the 
warm welcome of our Belgian 
friends, and I was pleased to note 
that the vandalism to which we 
are so accustomed was noticeably 
absent. Hair styles were also 
noticeably tidier! I look forward 
to my next visit. 


Hackney Youth Centre 


It has now been formally agreed 
to go ahead with the building of a 
new youth centre at Prideaux 
House, Hackney, at a cost of about 
£22,000. The Central Executive 
and the ILEA are both giving a 
grant; but £10,000 is still to be 
raised locally. 


To the Point 


m We welcome back to the staff 
John Mitchell, who has been away 
for the past year studying for a 
Diploma in Social Science. John 
and his family have moved to 
Ross-on-Wyc, where he will be 
working in the West Midlands and 
South Wales Region. It’s nice to 
have you back, John! 


m \Velcomcalso to Richard Green, 
who is working as a Long-term 
Volunteer in the Mid-Eastern 
Region, as from the beginning of 
October. Richard has taken part 
in many Toc H projects and has 
just returned from the USA after 
two months’ community work as 
a Clayton Volunteer. 


m ‘Lightline’, the flashing light 
scheme, has been launched in 
Christchurch, New Zealand. 1,000 
inquiries have been received in the 
first week! 


m Duc to the generosity of a firm 
of newspaper publishers, St Anne’s 
Toc H was able to supply 300 
comics to the Ormerod Home for 
mentally handicapped children 
and the Thursley children’s home. 
The branch was delighted with the 
gift. 


m Members of Lindley and Pad- 
dock branches, Huddersfield, took 
three residents of Beechwood 
Cheshire Home for a week’s holi- 
day at Chapel St Leonards. ‘We 
had a lovely time,’ writes one of 
the residents, ‘and visited Sand- 
ringham and the tulip beds in 
Spalding.’ 


m Toc H, along with other organ- 
isations in Coalville, has taken part 
in fund-raising events to aid a pro- 
ject to send a 19-year-old girl 
through a teacher-training course 
in El Salvador. The project is 
being led by Sister Jean, forınerly 
headmistress of Coalville Convent 
School, now a missionary in El 
Salvador. 
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Croydon Celebrations 


Toc H work at Croydon Centre 
under the leadership of Warden 
Bob Mills is going ahead in a big 
way. The past few months have 
seen a lively programme of acti- 
vity and Toc H is now well known 
in the locality. 

In June a Wishing Week was 
organised on the nearby Shrub- 
lands Estate by the Croydon Dean- 
ery and Croydon Centre. 620 
people had three wishes. Results 
showed that the greatest wish of 
the under-18s was for a swimming 
pool, closely followed by a disco 
and a carnival. Two wishes have 
already been granted: a disco now 
runs every Friday night on the 
estate, and a carnival week-end 
was organised in August. 

The greatest wish of the over- 
18s was for a Sunday bus service 
on the estate. As a result, Toc H 
has taken up a 1,500-strong peti- 
tion to London Transport and has 
managed to persuade the local MP 
to take the matter up with local 
councillors. 
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Two more events held in July 
were a Toc H crêche at a local 
show, which was used by 80 chil- 
dren during the day, and a garden 
party at the Centre which was 
attended by many local residents 
who have come to take an aclive 
interest in the Centre. 

In August tlıe Croydon Deanery 
and Toc H organised a week-end 
Festival. Thisstarted on the Friday 
evening with a Grand Festival 
Dance and Festival Queen con- 
test, The winner, ‘Miss Shrub- 
lands’, was presented with a travel 
voucher for £25, kindly donated 
by a local travel agent. On Satur- 
day there was a parade round the 
estate followed by a children’s 
fancy dress competition and sports, 
which included a tug-of-war con- 
test and a 21h rolling-pin throw- 
ing competition to try to beat the 
Guinness Book of Records distance 
(135 ft 4in)! The winner was dis- 
cus thrower Susan Ward at 99 ft 
4in. Local traders and Nestles 
were very generous in donating 
prizes. In the evening, discos were 
held for the 8- to 14-year-olds and 
later for the over-14s, The whole 
week-end closed with an open-air 
ecumenical service on the estate’s 
playing fields on Sunday afternoon 
which was attended by 80 people, 
followed by a professional concert 
party for the pensioners in the 
evening. Quite a week-end! 

In October a barbecue was held 
by the Croydon Centre Volunteer 
group, and the latest venture was 
an appcal in the local press for 
clothing for Bangladesh. 

Obviously, Croydon Centre in- 
tends to make its mark on the 
community. 


‘Miss Shrublands’, winner of the 
Festival Queen contest on the 
Shrublands Estate, Croydon 
Photo: Richard Devine 


R D Paul 


Any who read John Calls review 
in our June issue of the books 
written by Rajaiah D Paul will he 
glad to hear of this recent item of 
news from Madras, 

The Indian Christian Associa- 
tion of Madras decided to honour 
‘R D’ ‘for services rendered to the 
Church of South India as its first 
Honorary General Secretary for 
several years and for various other 
distinctions and his publications’, 
In token of their appreciation the 
Association decided to present him 
with a ponnadai-the first time they 
had ever conferred such an honour, 

A ponnadai is a shawl made of 
gold brocade, and in ancient times 
Indian rajahs used to present them 
to the best poet, sculptor, painter, 
athlete or military officer in their 
employ. The recipient would be 
expected to wear his ponnadai at 
any public function or durbar, 
Nowadays it is no longer an official 
honour, although state govern- 
ments in India are inclined to 
award ponnadais to faithful political 
adhcrents. 

The presentation to ‘R D’ was 
made on 15 August, India’s Inde- 
pendence Day and national holi- 
day, at a great public gathering of 
representatives of every Christian 
denomination presided over by the 
President of the Catholic Associa- 
tion of India, The celebrations in- 
cluded a children’s sports and a 
mass tea, and needless to say it was 
ajoyousoccasion for‘R D’snumer- 
ous children and grandchildren 
who converged from all parts of 
India, 

Ifyou would like to procure any 
of ‘R D’s books, they are obtain- 
able in this country from the CSI 
Council, 23 Marylebone Road, 
London nwl. 


Le En 
Mother Hubbard’s Pantry 

A G Hobson 

Point Three correspondent, S Yorkshire 
That’s where 90 members of 
Ecclesfield’s Over 70 Club enjoyed 
a meal of fish and chips. They 
were taken on an afternoon coach 
trip organised by the local Toc H 
and rounded off the day by all 
Joining in a rousing sing-song on 
the way home. 


Helping Professions 

‘An Introduction to the Helping 
Professions’ was repcated this year, 
despite the doubts and reluctance 
of the social services, after last 
year’s adverse publicity. The 
course was led by John Bigger- 
staff, member of staff in the Mid- 
Eastern Region, together with 
Debbie Hammett, a trainee 
teacher at Homerton College, 
Cambridge. 

In planning this year’s exercise, 
the leaders decided to try to obtain 
overnight hospitality for the first 
weck-end in the homes of local 
members and non-members, They 
went to the new township of 
Bretton, and to the Chairman of 
the Community Council and a 
friend of Toc H, the Rev Michael 
Dodd, in particular. He under- 
took to put the request to the 
Community Council, and pub- 
licity was given in the Bretton 
Beacon, the fortnightly Community 
newspaper. The residents were so 
interested that there were more 
than enough offers to put up the 
volunteers. Of the 12 course par- 
ticipants, seven enjoyed the warm 
hospitality of this rapidly develop- 
ing area of the Greater Peter- 
borough District, for two days. 

Resulting from what was, ini- 
tially, an extremely uncertain 
venture, has developed a real 
potential for Toc H extension. In 
this, there must be a message for 
us all, No matter what difficulties 
we might anticipate in the plan- 
ning of any venture, faith will sce 
realisation of the hopes, as it did 
on this occasion, and whilst no one 
knows what might result, the next 
few months are viewed with enthu- 
siasm and excitement. 


John Biggerstaff 


Chopping for Charity 


Six members of Toc H at Hemel 
Hempstead recently reduced a pile 
of timber to 13 sacks of firewood 
for the town’s old folk. The time 
taken-two hours. Now they are 
challenging the young people of 
Hemel Hempstead to beat their 
record, Not a bad way of recruit- 
ing volunteers! 


Deeds of Covenant 


Toc H isa charity and is not liable 
to income tax. We can, therefore, 
reclaim from the Inland Revenue 
the tax you have already paid on 
that part of your income out of 
which you made your subscription 
or gift, 

For the purpose of this example, 
it is assumed that the subscriber 
pays income tax at the basic rate 
on at least part of his income. 

The amount we can reclaim 
from the Inland Revenue is quite 
considerable. 

On £1 we recover 50p 
Your £1 becomes £1-50 
On 65 we recover {2:47 
Your £5 becomes £7-47 
On £10 we recover £4-93 
Your £10 becomes £14-93 
On £20 we recover £9:86 
‘our £20 becomes £29-86 

If your circumstances change, 
you may, of course, cancel the 
Covenant at any time. 

The death ofa subscriber brings 
the Covenant to an end and no 
claim is made against the donor’s 
estate or his wife. 

We are extremely grateful to 
2,785 members and builders who 
covenantihcirsubscriptions. These 
bring in a total of £10,000 per 
year, a sum which is of enormous 
importance to our work. The act 
of covenanting is a very simple one, 
quite painless, and if non-cove- 
nanting members would only real- 
ise, provided they are paying basic 
income tax, how much their sub- 
scriptions can recover from the 
Inland Revenue, we feel sure they 
would help us to benefit from this 
gratuitous privilege. The Deed of 
Covenant forms can be obtained 
from branch treasurers or from 
Administrative Headquarters, 1 
Torest Close, Wendover, Bucks 
11P22 6BT. 


Picnic time 

West Worthing women’s branch 
of Toc H entertained 45 elderly 
ladies and gentlemen from the 
Bow district of East London, They 
came down by coach, picnicking 
at Box Hill on the way. 


World Chain 


of Light 


The main Vigil for the 
World Chain of Light 
will be maintained from 
9 pm on Wednesday 
11 December to 9 pm 
on Thursday 12 December 
at Wendover, where the 
convener is Padre Bob 
Knight. Arrangements 
for other vigils in the 
United Kingdom are as 
follows: 

All Hallows-by-the- Tower 
Padre ‘Polly’ Perkins 
20 Gordon Terrace 

Rochester, Kent 
Dor Knap 
George Lee 
School House 
Tanworth-in-Arden 
Solihull, Warwicks 
Middlesbrough 
Adrian Dudman 
2 Ferens Close 
The Sands, Durham 
Leicester 
Sue Cumming 
9 West Street 
Helpston, Peterborough 
Southampton 
Padre Arthur Collins 
5 Chine Avenue 
Bitterne, Southampton 


Beat that! 


A message from ‘Fergie’, our tele- 
phonist at the London office: 

‘A Brigadier phoned this morn- 
ing with an inquiry. A painter 
working in his house had left a 
message that a Mrs Tocker had 
phoned, saying that the memorial 
service had been cancelled. He 
wondered if the message was from 
Toc H and what it was all about. 

‘In fact, I had phoned to say 
that the Services Committee mect- 
ing had been cancelled! 
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Wendover HO. 


iK headquarters at Wendover. We take this 


i . J i ight is starting from the L 3 
This year the World Chain of Light is startas hich are available there, for all members 


opportunity of presenting the Wendover staff and the services w 


Photos: Bob Broeder, Skegg Blanchard 
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Pe E if Z he 4 ; A ; 
Ken Prideaux-Brune, The Rev Bob Knight. Gilbert Francis, General Joyce Green, Assistant 
Director Headquarters Padre Secretary General Secretary 


Centre: ae Centre: 

Wendover is a village of 6,000 people at the foot of the Chiltern Hills in Buckinghamshire Z238 Greaves. Secretary to Gilbert 
Below. pi Joyce 

The coffee room where the vigil will be hel A OMA 

family prayers g e held. The staff meet here every morning for Mary Sheehan with Arthur Noble. who 


runs the Wednesday lunch-time music club 


68 


Right: Ken Royers, Jubilea Festival 
Secretary, and Assistant General Secretary, 
deals with properties, legacies and trusts, 
and is secretary to the Tubby Clayton 
Fund 


Far right: The Finance department (left 
to right). George Barnett, (Finance 
Secretary), Denis Ramnauth. Joan 
Matthews, Charles Bland. Arthur Noble. 
Norman Parker, John Gainford and Jack 
Kirby. The Finance department receives 
and makes all the daily payments that 
are required to keep the Family going 


Below: 

George Dixon, Registrar of members 

and builders, and department (left to 
right): Rita Francis and Ivy Jenkins 

Kay Kirby, Gwen Elliott and Jerry 
Sheehan, who receives Deeds of Covenant 


= i j XX Fr Pi Š 
Skegg Blanchard, Publications Harry Milis Marks and Proper- Sue McWilliam, Editor Sue Sutton, Secretary to Harry 
department ties Adviser. available to advise and Sue 

on the material and communal 

life of Marks 


SR 


ES 3 m 2 a > 
joni: Elsie Turner, Print Room Supervisor, The Public Relations department (left to 

Po pagal aceon with her offset-litho Chena: 210 right): Lucy Bird, Elsie Turner, Mary 
Hawken, Huw Gibbs (PRO). The office 
advises on publicity and printing needs 
and is keen to be involved in early 
communication-planning, before crises 
oceur 
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talking 
point 


A fellowship 


in silence 


John Forbes 


There are many kinds of silence. 
There are silences that feed you 
and others that starve you; 
silences that you want to end at 
once (like a disconcerting one at 
the other end of the telephone) 
and others that you wish would 
go on for ever. Yet silence need 
not end in speech; it may end in 
action. That was how the Quaker 
John Woolman saw it, in an 
Epistle to Friends in 1772: 

“The necessity of an inward still- 
ness hath appeared clear to my 
mind. In true silence strength is 
renewed,’ 


I am convinced, as perhaps 
others are, by personal experience 
and observation that there is too 
much talk and stir, and too little 
thought and quictness among us, 
In the same way, I believe there 
is a great lack of the lifting up of 
the soul in quiet waiting upon 


God. 


A growing number of worshippers 
feel some lack in their church 
services, Although the service 
may be good in demanding every- 
body’s active participation 
throughout, it does not then leave 
the congregation enough freedom; 
except perhaps quiet spaces at 
the time of the Sacrament which 
not everyone has been trained to 
use. 
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The other day I heard tell of an 
experiment to reverse this lack, 
in the Church of Scotland. The 
story was told to me by a true 
Scot, and so lost nothing in the 
telling. An elder was discussing _ 
with a friend the performance of 
the new minister. ‘He was quite 
norrmal at first,’ he said, ‘then 
he suddenly brought into the 
serrvice this terrible new-fangled 
thing called “silence”, ‘What 
happened then?’ asked his friend. 
‘Well, firrst the meenister intro- 
duced us to the Lorrd. Then he 
left us. An’ mon, the suspense was 
hellish? 


A reverent, faithful use of ‘silence 
towards God’ and of silent fellow- 
ship with others is often spoken 

of as ‘Quaker silence’, being 
characteristic of the Society of 
Friends. Their original use of it 
more than 300 years ago belonged 
to a passionate desire to part with 
everything-art, music, vesture, 
ceremony, even ordered speech- 
which might come between them 
and God. It was a reaction in 
setting aside the structured 
religious experience of genera- 
tions. To George Fox, churches 
were assemblies of worshippers, 
and the buildings merely ‘steeple- 
houses’, 


The method justified itself by the 
rare fruits of a Spirit-led moral 
vigour, which have since been 
propagated in many expressions 
of those once-spurned arts. 
British film director David Lean 
was brought up a Quaker. In his 
recent televised autobiography 
he said: ‘I like long sequences of 
silence, where nobody talks.’ 
This is most evident in his great 
outdoor epics Lawrence of Arabia, 
Dr Zhivago and Ryan’s Daughter; 
less so in the earlier Blithe Spirit 
where everybody, including a 
not-too-holy ghost, seemed to be 
talking at once! 


The churches, if their life is to 
grow in strength, warmth and 
richness, must be ready to learn 
as well as to teach, perhaps from 
other forms of worship. The 
Church of England did this with 


Methodist hymns, and from the 
devotion of the Roman Catholic 
Church in Retreats. More may 
be done. Certainly more needs 
to be done. 


Why is meditation so little prac- 
tised among us? Meditation js an 
attitude of still waiting upon 
God, listening with all faculties 
alert, until one comes to the 
consciousness of the Presence, 
beholding the Light, which is 
indeed the Light that lighteth 
every man. Isn’t this the very 
heart of prayer—an uplifting of 
the heart and mind to God, which 
is larger than the outpouring of 
our needs and sins and desires? 
We claim we are called to be the 
instruments of His will. Is there, 
then, any need of ours so great | 
as to know His wil! for us? How 
shall we know, if our prayer is 
crowded with our own demands? 


We started by saying that there 
are many kinds of silence. In 
silent worship, however, there 
are basically two: silence directed 
or free. In a directed silence all 
agree upon one subject of thought, 
one common end of prayer. In 
the other, the silence is an abso- 
lute freedom in which the 
worshipper seeks to surrender 
himself to the lightest movement 
of the Spirit, and which would 
not impede the speaking out of 
any message which he might be 
moved to utter, Each has its 
value; silence has a unifying 
value. Those devoted members 
who are inspired to commit 
themselves to our silent Vigils, or 
to mecting in the Bordon Com- 
pany, may yet be brought to 
discover this, if they have not 
already done so, 


The great tragedies of this cen- 
tury have quickened the instinct 
for prayer, and silent fellowship 
helps to concentrate the whole 
soul upon God. The true value 
of silent waiting upon God is 
doing it in fellowship-isolated, 
half its strength is gone. In the 
stillness of silence, as in the hum 
of being busy, Man is not meant 
to struggle Godwards in solitude. 


THr 
MISSION 


The Rev John Hull 


So far, I hope, we have gone a 
little way in dwelling on God in 
beauty and the true joy that 
beauty can bring; and our part in 
it, But to try to sce clearly our 
task is not the easiest thing, and 
the very last thing we must do is 
to get lost in it. 


We are living in a culture marked 
by ‘excess’. We are looked on 
with suspicion by others. The 
balance of economic power is 
changing evenly, going from 
West to East. As far as we’re 
concerned there is no chance of 
remaining ignorant; the com- 
munication explosion sces to that, 
not only conveying world news 
and greater mobility but also 
offering world citizenship in a 
world in which ‘the expert’ is 
God, and scems to know it! Yet 
there is growing conflict as the 
rich still get richer and the poor 
poorer. The privileged go on a 
world tour to see it all, before it 
becomes the same. 


As far as the Christian missionary 
is concerned the scene has 
changed. It is not now for the 
‘West’ to go ‘East’ and convert 
them, because the people of the 
East are asking the question, 
‘When are the “West” going to 
be converted, particularly in 
India where the West is still an 


influence?’ There is a suffering 
from the sickness of materialism 
in Western socicty which plunges 
us into a missionary situation. 
The call to the Churches is to 
turn attention to the fringes. As 
far as Toc H is concerned that is 
where we are, or should be. 


I think that if ‘religion’ can hold 
its head up in all this, then the 
signs are that it will enter into 
politics in a big way. We must 
identify in the struggle to liberate 
the oppressed and it could make 
us unpopular. Nevertheless, it is 
clear that the distinction between 
home and foreign mission should 
quickly disappear. The mission 
for us is on our doorsteps. 


The other day I heard a story 
from the lips of Dr J V Taylor 
(General Secretary of the Church 
Missionary Socicty) about a 
devout church woman who had 
spent a great deal of her life and 
eflort raising moncy for Pakistan. 
She organised fêtes and jumble 
sales to help in the Christian 
mission which was a long way off. 
One day her vicar called and 
paid tribute to her attitude over 
the years and her sacrificial work 
for the people of Pakistan. He 
also gave her the news that 

a Pakistani family was moving in 
next door but one. In next to no 
time people in the road knew 
and were up in arms, and she 
found herself feeling much the 
same. It was a test for her, 
listening to talk about devaluing 
property and different cultures. 
As the time approached for them 
to move in she was wrestling with 
herself. Yet on the evening they 
moved in, she prepared a stew, 
taking it round to them saying 
she was sorry if it was the wrong 
sort of meal, but feli they must 
be hungry after a day of moving 
house. She has won, but also runs 
the risk of losing friends and 
neighbours. 


This, then, is a little picture of 
the mission field. As far as Toc H 
is concerned we are in the middle 
of it trying to see a way through. 
Though we might not be caught 


up in the world scene, we are 
aware of the tensions at the 
personal level, and particularly 
the influence of materialism. Yet 
it is dificult to try to deny that, 
according to the gospel, ‘there is 
only one blessed thing about 
wealth, and that is the blessed 
opportunity to give the blessed 
lot away’ (A Science of God- 
Farrer). 


Taking into account, then, our 
various gifts as ministers, can 
there be anything positive that a 
fool like me can say in practical 
terms? Quite clearly we are in a 
minority if we do hold fast to 
Christ’s teaching without com- 
promise. 


‘Consolidating the faithful’ is a 
slick and ugly term, but I believe 
it needs to be done none the less. 
The first thing to do is to talk 
less of ‘training’ and to do more 
cuddling. It is surprising how 
people respond to cuddles! 
‘Strengthen the goad thing thus 
begun’ means encouraging in 
order to get more done. 


Secondly, we need the patience 
to realise that the best evangelism 
in the day-by-day growth of 
relationships and confidence is 
pastoral. But this is slower, and 

I believe we can do it only if we 
seck first the Kingdom of God. 


Thirdly, in exploring our person- 
alities and our gifts and using 
them, our work becomes a way 
of life, and that life is God’s. We 
are, if you like, in the privileged 
position of being paid to live-or 
if not, that should be our aim. 
This sometimes means not push- 
ing ourselves, so that others 
might ‘live a little’ and see it for 
themselves. 


There is a story of a little girl 
whose brothers set traps for birds. 
She hated the idea. She told a 
friend about this and he asked 
what she did about it. She 
replied: ‘I prayed that the traps 


(continued on page 73) 
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Have you ever tried getting a little tomato sauce out of a f 
away steadily for a while and nothing happens. T 
of the bottle and a dribble of ketchup comes out. 


ull bottle ? First you bang 
hen you thump harder on the bottom 
Finally, in desperation, you give ita 


real clout, and almost the entire contents pour out on to your plate. Loughton branch's 


attempt to get young people involved in its Flashing Li 
when the branch showed its film, ‘Emergency, to a 


At this time, October 1973, 
Loughton branch had installed 
some 150 flashing light units in 
the neighbourhood and, over the 
seven years of operating the 
scheme, all but one of the 22 
distress calls made by holders of 
the lights had been successfully 
answered, Most of the installa- 
tion, regular visiting, servicing, 
fund raising and publicising had 
been carried out by the branch 
members and, as the scheme 
continued to grow, it hecame 
clear that extra help would be 
needed if we were 10 fulfil our 
obligation to the local com- 
munity. We also made and 
assembled the equipment, 
although one or two youngsters 
made the battery boxes. 


We finished showing the film to 
the school seniors. I spoke for a 
few minutes giving the youngsters 
a few extra details and statistics, 
There was a short silence, then 
suddenly we were surrounded by 
70 or more youngsters asking to 
help. Many wanted addresses to 
visit, others offered to make 
battery boxes, type, deliver 
letters or do anything that would 
help. 


A teacher quickly sized up the 
situation and offered to take 
names and to organise the assist- 
ance. When the bell for the next 
lesson rang, there were over 40 
pupils on the list. The teacher 
left the hall pursued down the 
corridor by pupils still clamour- 
ing to be included. Two days 
later there were over 70 names 
on her list. 


We left after coffee and a chat 
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with the headmaster, hoping 
against hope that from these 
volunteers we might find a few 
who would stay the course. We 
needed permanent help to enable 
the scheme to reach out to all 
those who needed it. We knew 
that it was successful in saving 
lives, and that the mere presence 
of a flashing light was a comfort 
to the elderly and handicapped 
folk who were ‘at risk’. We were 
yet to be convinced that the 
young volunteers would not fade 
away as quickly as they had 
come. 


In the days that followed we 
worked out, in joint discussions 
with the teacher, how the 
youngsters would be absorbed 
into the branch scheme. Making 
battery boxes and typing letters 
to the neighbours where a new 
light had been installed presented 
no problem. We were, however, 

a little worried (necdlessly, as it 
turned out) about how the elderly 
would get on with the students. 


In the event we decided that in 
each case there would he a per- 
sonal introduction between a 
Toc H member, the teacher, the 
two children (a boy and a girl) 
and the person with the flashing 
light, Schedules were drafted, 
listing the names and addresses 
of the holders of lights and the 
names of the visiting youngsters, 
with columns to tick off their 
visits and other details. The idea 
of a boy and a girl visiting to- 
gether has proved excellent; 
while the boy checks the flashing 
light, the girl chats with the 
person and finds out what other 
jobs need doing, Soon, the boy 


ght scheme was a bit like this, 
local secondary school. 


may be tidying the garden and 
the girl shopping. Some even let 
their visitors draw their retire- 
ment pensions or wheel them in 

a chair to have their hair done. 
The help is not all on one side, 
One elderly lady helps her visitors 
paint grectings cards and another 
often receives her young friends 
with a meal. 


By the new year the scheme had 
settled down. We were confident 
that the visits were being made 
(mostly fortnightly, but some 
every week) by occasional checks 
by the teacher and members of 
the branch. About this time, 
many of the young pcople started 
asking questions about Toc H, 
and some seemed interested in a 
closer association with the branch. 
Accordingly, the branch decided 
that the keener ones should be 
allowed to become Toc H asso- 
ciates; 36 of the pupils accepted 
the offer and, in fact, filled up 
their own application forms. 
Their badges were presented hy 
the branch chairman, at the 
school, and this was an oppor- 
tunity to thank them all for what 
they had done for the com- 
munity, and to tell them about 
the local branch and Toc H in 
gencral, 


Early in May a training week-end 
at Dor Knap had taken place for 
West Essex and Havering Dis- 
tricts, led by the Rev Crispin 
White, Padre in the then Western 
Region. The schoolmistress, her 
husband and the branch chair- 
man were in the party. The 
subject for the week-end was 
‘community care’. 


[i so happened that about the 
saige time the branch decided to 
further the interesi of the 
youngsters by booking a working 
week-end for them at Warden 
Manor. 


And so the methods we learnt at 
Dor Knap, with some modifica- 
tion, were used again at Warden 
Manor with the children. From 
breakfast till bedtime, with 
hardly a break, they were kept 
busy, either with physical work 
in the house or grounds, painting 
gates and seats, making a rockery, 
breaking up an old settee and 
piano, clearing garden beds, or 
else in acting out or discussing 
many different types of problems 
that crop up in Toc H or in the 
general sphere of community 
care. There were 24 youngsters 
in the party and a long waiting 
list for any vacancy which might 
occur. 


It seemed clear that the week-end 
had been a success, and this was 
confirmed when the branch 
received a letter signed by all the 
youngsters asking Toc H to 
arrange another before long. 


The headmaster has given his 

full support to the scheme. Origin- 
ally, he arranged for the pupils 

to be released in school hours 
once a fortnight, so that they 
could make their visits in day- 
light, and in some cases this was 
allowed to continue throughout 
the summer. 


From all this a most significant 
fact emerges. Immediately prior 
to the link between Toc H and 
the school, the school was going 
through an outbreak of vandal- 
ism, All this has now virtually 
stopped. I have heard this from 
both the school and a local pro- 
bation officer, and I am sure in 
my own mind that it is because 
the young people now feel that 
they are a useful part of the 
community. 

And only two of the 70 youngsters 
dropped out during the year. 


Norman Chidley 
Loughton branch 


Emergency PR 


The Public Relations department 
at Wendover is publicising 
emergency call schemes for the 
elderly and infirm and is anxious 
to hear of interesting news from 
branches already operating 
emergency schemes, and also 
from any branch which would 
like to start a scheme and re- 
quires more information. 


m An elderly resident at Bourton- 
ville, Bucks, who had a red flash- 
ing light fitted by Buckingham 
branch of Toc H was taken ill in 
the night; even though it was 
3.40 am two neighbours spotted 
the light, an ambulance was 
called, and he was taken to Stoke 
Mandeville Hospital. 


m Both Dover and North Hinksey 
branches have obtained grants 
from their local authorities to aid 
the flashing light schemes in their 
arcas. Dover received £50 and 
North Hinksey £25. 


m Martock men’s branch recently 
undertook the task of purchasing 
and installing 80 alarms in elderly 
and disabled people’s homes. 
This may not appear surprising, 
but Martock men’s branch only 
consists of six members! To help 
with the follow-up service they 
have enlisted the help of Yeovil 
and Street & Glastonbury 
branches. 


m Organisation of the follow-up 
and maintenance of the schemes 
is vital, as Chelmsford branch 
discovered. The members make 
three-monthly checks on all the 
units, which now number 100. 


m Edmonton branch has recruited 
a skilled electrician to install 

its flashing lights, and to train 
others in the task. 


m A booklet listing most types of 
emergency alarms and their cost 
has been printed by Age Concern 
and is available from them at 

55 Gower Street, London wel, 
price 10p. 


The Mission continued 


might not catch the birds.’ 
‘Anything else?’ ‘Yes, I prayed 
that God would keep the birds 
out of the traps.’ 

“Anything else?’ ‘Yes, then I 
went and kicked the traps to 
pieces,’ 


There are many traps to kick, 
and we are sent to kick them. 

Yet sometimes, and far too often, 
Toc H seems like the story of 

the drought, An open-air meeting 
was arranged when all would 
pray for rain. Only one chap 

had the common sense to take 

an umbrella! 


I started these sessions saying 
that beauty of God and beauty 
of life with God is the ultimate. 
Beauty of life can only be 
achieved by looking more to 

him and the beauty of his creation 
ofthings and people. May I 
leave you with this thought? 
When Jesus was asked “Who 

is my neighbour?” he told the 
story of the Good Samaritan 
with all its political implications: 
the refusal of the professional 
‘good’ because of religious taboos 
to help a man in need, and the 
acceptance of the task by a 
Samaritan, the lowest of the low, 
a member of a despised race. 

Yet the Samaritan not only 
ministered to the immediate 
needs of an unconscious man but 
also took him to an inn and made 
sure he was looked after, saying 
to the innkeeper, ‘Let me know 
if it costs any more and I will 
pay.’ Then he withdrew. The 
victim did not know he owed his 
life to a Samaritan, and even if 
he did, the Samaritan did not 
hover around to rub it in and 
cause embarrassment. No, he 
disappeared. What giving; what 
love. I believe that in this lies our 
life and our mission, May God 
give us the strength and grace 

to do it. 
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LETTERS 


Women Priests? 


May I please say a little more 
about the ordination of women to 
the priesthood? I touched on this 
subject in my article on the Chris- 
tian Parity Group, but did not go 
deeply into it since it is only one 
of a number of issues with which 
we are concerned. 

In the Roman Catholic, Ortho- 
dox and Anglican Churches 
women are not allowed to become 
priests, because of their sex. This 
is a theological issue rather than a 
women’s rights issue, since we 
know that neither men nor women 
have any right to ordination. All 
they can do if they feel called by 
God to the priesthood is to ask the 
Church to test their vocation. At 
present none of these Churches 
will test the vocation of women, 
since Jesus himself did not ordain 
women, since his Apostles were 
men, and since the tradition of the 
Church has been that only men 
can properly represent Christ. 

Our group, in common with 
other groups in the Churches, be- 
lieve that Jesus Christ did not ex- 
press a prohibition against women 
in any positive terms, He did not 
ordain men either, as we know 
men priests today. The sex of the 
70 disciples whom he sent out ‘two 
by two’ is not known, but our Lord 
was extraordinary in his attitude 
towards women for a man of his 
times. He was a Jew, brought up 
in the Law, yet he spoke to women 
in the street. He encouraged Mary 
to sit at his feet and learn, an atti- 
tude unheard of in his time. He 
allowed them to travel with his 
disciples. They were at the Cross 
and they were his messengers of 
the Resurrection, They thus ful- 
filled all the qualifications for full 
membership of the Church, since 
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our Lord thought of them and 
treated them as full persons. 

The early Church accepted 
women on the same terms as men. 
The threefold order of the Church 
as we know it did not take shape 
until the late second or early third 
century. Paul was deeply con- 
cerned with the admission of the 
Gentiles to the Church, Jesus 
never had a Gentile Apostle, so it 
is difficult to know why male 
Gentiles were so easily admitted to 
the priestly orders, Paul was ambi- 
valent in his attitude to women 
and alternated between making 
full use of their services, as he did 
with Phoebe, and telling them to 
remain at home according to the 
old Jewish custom, Our group be- 
lieves that at that time and for 
many subsequent centuries women 
were fully occupied childbearing 
and child rearing, and that it 
would have been impossible for 
any woman to work for the Church 
as a priest until this century. 

Over the past few years the 
Church has allowed women to do 
more in its public life than ever 
before. In my own Church, the 
Anglican communion, women are 
allowed to become deaconessces, 
They remain lay people. They are 
not ordained, but are commission- 
ed by the Bishop and they may 
read some services in Church, 
preach, baptise in the absence of 
a priest, bury the dead with the 
consent of the relatives, and visit 
and teach. They may not bless, 
absolve or preside at the Eucharist. 
The result is that many jobs which 
are ticd to the priesthood are not 
open to them simply because they 
are women and are not priests, If 
the jobs were open it would help 
women to take a fuller part in the 
Church’s life and work. There is 
still a long way to go before lay- 
women’s talents are used to the 
full, cither in paid posts or in 
voluntary work. 

Our group believes ihat in the 
past there may have been good 
reasons for excluding women from 
the priesthood. We believe that 
there are now urgent reasons for 
ordaining them, so that together 
men and women may witness to 
the power of Christ in their lives 


in the kind of aniiy which come; 
from shared partnerships, where 
cach contributes his or her talents 
in the service of the world in the 
ordained ministry. 


Dr Una Kroll Sullon, Surrey 


Armageddon will not 
wait 

So proclaims the Yorkshire Post in 
a scries of suggestions for immedi- 
ate action to avert the crisis facing 
the world through misuse and pol- 
lution of this planet’s food and 
energy resources. Countless Ictters 
and articles have been written on 
the subject; but are we convinced 
(a) that the matter 7s urgent and, 
what is more important, (b) that 
each one of us should act now? 

I believe Toc H, collectively 
and individually, could influence 
public opinion. 

‘Public demand is the most 
powerful force in a democracy 
such as ours. The individual has 
never yet been in so strong a posi- 
tion to demand changes : 
through his vote, through his news- 
papers, through his trade unions, 
through his societies and associations’ 
(Yorkshire Post), 

To demand these changes we 
have to work hard and quickly, and 
I will enumerate some practical 
methods which we could and 
should, to my mind, adopt. 

] Stop assuming that it is our 
right to get a little richer every 
year and cut out waste and extra- 
vagance of all kinds. This includes 
overcating and overdiscrimination 
in what we eat; and-a plug for the 
vegetarians-if one acre of land is 
used solely for food production, it 
is variously estimated to be able to 
support 7-12 people, but if used 
for pasture for animals for subse- 
quent slaughter and human con- 
sumption, it will support only one 
person, 

2 Stop wasting energy ofall kinds. 
3 Voluntary control of population 
increase, Pressure could be brought 
on the Government of the day if 
enough letters were written to 
MPs. This course could also be 
adopted 10 hasten the coming of: 
4 A more cqual distribution of 
world resources of food and energy 


by direct Government action farin 
excess of the prescil ‘loreign aid’, 
5 World-wide action towards con- 
servation and increase of energy 
sources by scientific research, This 
could happen given cnough pres- 
sure by individuals and associa- 
tions on Government. 

The alternatives to the imme- 
diate action on the lines of the 
above are too horrible to contem- 
plate. Isolated patches of famine 
could result in poorer countries 
holding the richer countries to 
ransom by withholding essential 
raw materials. 

There is even now an increase 
in terrorist groups. These could 
possess and use the atom bomh 
within a few years. 

The rich-countrics and people- 
must change their attitudes. They 
are foolish to think that money 
will buy high living for more than 
a short period. 

May I suggest that the whole 
problem is discussed at branch 
mectings at least, and such collec- 
tive and individual action as is 
thought fit taken. 

Armageddon will not wait. To 
quote, but in a very different con- 
text, let us “Take the waiting out 
of wanting’ for the have-nots of the 
world. 


Tommy Stones Scarborough 


A new Marksman’s view 
As a stranger to London, and in- 
deed the UK, I have found Toc H 
Mark VII a great help in orien- 
tating myself to a new society. 

The Mark provides an atmo- 
sphere of participation where, be- 
cause of the minor dutics one is 
involved with, such as host duty, 
one feels that one is part of some- 
thing rather than just a spectator. 
And this is perpetuated by the 
pleasant lack of stringent rules 
(such as home-coming times, lights 
out, etc), which allows the resi- 
dents to base their habital relation- 
ships on consideration for one an- 
other rather than having their atti- 
tudes governed by a set of rules. 

I feel, therefore, that the Mark 
provides a necessary service in that 
rather than being solcly a place of 
reasonably inexpensive accommo- 
dation, it nurtures in its residents 


the basic principles of peaceful co- 
existence, those being toleration, 
friendliness and consideration for 
others, 


John Weldeck 


Welcome Point 


The following branches 

elected new members during 

September: 

4— Corsham (w). 

3—Bramley (j), Fulham (w). 

2— Arlington (j), Belfairs (w). 

1—Bala (w), Buckhurst Hill (w), 
Denton (m), Goring-by-Sea 
(m), Huddersfield District, 
Morecambe (w), Mundesley 
(m), Stockport (m), South 
Yorks District, Thanet 
District, Wanstead & Wood- 
ford (m), Woodford (w), 
Wulfrun District, 


We extend a warm welcome 
to 27 new members. 


Obituary 


We regret to announce the 
death of the following 
members: 


In May: Rev Ronald H Royle. 


In June: David G Reynolds 
(Rhiwbina), Charles Wallace 
(Nairn). 

In July: Alfred Knight 
(Brandon), Stanley Mothersdale 
(Rawthorpe), Graham Westlake 
(Gloucester), John € Young 
(Stirling). 

In August: Violet Airs 
(Margate), Herbert G Callard 
(Hatherleigh), Rosina E Johnson 
(Highams Park), Bill Topham 
(Cardiff & Roath), Peter 
Wharton (Shavington). 

In September: Elizabeth 
Humphreys (Melton Mowbray), 
Thomas Whippy (Hoddesdon). 
We give thanks for their 
lives. 
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] DIAMOND JUBILEE 2 a 


Toc H will be up in lights at the 
Blackpool Dluminations in 1975. 


How will the Diamond Jubilee be cele- 
brated in 
Aberdeen Ayr 
Bailiff Bridge 
Caister on Sca 


Byfleet 
Cumbernauld 
Dalton in Furness 
Ealing Eynsford 
Fair Oak 
Garforth 
Hackney 


Durrington 


Fulney 
Guisborough 
Hythe 
Iver 
Jersey 
Knowle 


Ickenham 
Jedburgh 

Keighley 
Laceby 

Mablethorpe 


Lymington 
Muswell Hill 
Nailsea Nottingham 
Oadby Oxford 
Paddock Pwitheli 
Ramsgate Ryton on Tyne 
Saffron Walden 
Tadcaster 


Swannington 
Tywardreath 

Uckfield Uxbridge 
Verden Verwood 

Wadhurst 
York 


Wymondham 
Yarm 


We'd like to hear from you, so that we 
can include your event in the calendar of 
Jubilee Year events, whether up in lights 
or on the ground Please send details to 
The Festival Secretary by 22 No- 


vember. 


1 Forest Close, Wendover, 
Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 6BT 


m 
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The Glorious 
Accident 


The story of ‘the Brothers’ 
House’, Mark XII, now 
celebrating its fiftieth anni- 
versary 


Gerry Hayes 

Member of the Management Committee 
and former Warden 

Photos: Bob Broeder 


It all came about, in the words 
ofthe Founder Padre, as ‘a 
glorious accident’. Calling one 
day in 1924 on his good friend, 
Dr Oyril Garbett, then Bishop of 
Southwark, Tubby spoke of the 
expansion of Toc H and of the 
need for more Marks in London, 
particularly south of the river. 
Dr Garbett, taken with Tubby’s 
enthusiasm, suggested that he 
might be interested in a house 
nearby which was for sale with 
vacant possession, having lately 
been used as an ex-servicemen’s 
club, a place of ill repute recently 
raided by the police. It might 
meet his needs, said the Bishop. 


A first look was hardly propitious, 
It was a large terrace house with 
a tiny back garden in the 
Kennington Park Road, a 
dignified-looking place built like 
so many more at the time of the 
rapid expansion of Dickensian 
London. But the place was in 
wild disorder and in urgent need 
of repair. Besides, neither Toc H 
nor Tubby had the money re- 
quired to buy it, let alone to 
provide for the necessary altera- 
tions and furnishings. And, even 
with all Tubby’s vision, that 
almost settled it. 


But was it purely by chance that, 
just at that time, the Founder 
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Mark XIII from Kennington Park 
Road 


Padre was in correspondence 
with a mother who, having lost 
two of her three sons in the 
Kaiser’s war, was secking sugges- 
tions for what she described as a 
‘living memorial’, What better 
than a Toc H Mark, Tubby 
asked, where young men coming 
to a big, unfriendly city at the 
start of their careers could find 
reasonably priced accommoda- 
tion, fellowship, inspiration and 
opportunities for service to 
others? 


Mrs Dilberoglue came to sce for 
herself, Escorted by Tubby, she 
visited existing Marks and was 
convinced, Thus it came about 
that, by great personal sacrifice 
and with the help of many 
friends, not least the members of 
an existing Toc H branch in the 
locality, the Brothers’ House 
came into being. And the name, 
commemorating her two sons, 
Augustus and Nicholas, was Mrs 
Dilberoglue’s own happy choice. 


On Saturday, 13 December 1924, 
HRH the Prince of Wales, the 
first Patron of Toc H, lit the 
lamps of 21 new branches, It was 
the week-end of one of the early 
Birthday Festivals and HRH had 
gone that Saturday afternoon 
first to visit his ‘Duchy’ estate in 
Kennington and then to in- 


augurate the new Toc H Mark. 
The Prince was received at the 
house by the Bishop of South- 
wark, Tubby and Peter Monie, 
the first Administrator of Toc H. 
In the lounge were presented 
Mrs Dilberogluc, donors of 
rooms, branch members and the 
first Marksmen. The Prince, then 
having made a tour of the house, 
conducted the Ceremony of 
Light. 


The close personal interest of 
Mrs Dilberogluc continued and, 
until age and infirmity inter- 
vened, this very gracious lady 
made her pilgrimage, twice a 
year, to the Brothers’ House. 

On 1 April and 15 September, 
the anniversaries of the death of 
her two sons, she travelled up 
from Eastbourne and, in the 
lounge beneath the oil paintings 
of Augustus and Nicholas—her 
gift to the house-she would have 
some kindly words for each new 
Marksman who would be pre- 
sented by the Honorary Warden. 


Mrs Dilberoglue died in 1948, 
but her remaining son, Major 
Patrick Dilberogluc-the only 
surviving member of the English 
branch of a family of French and 
Greek extraction-carried on the 
tradition until his own death in 


1952, 


From the begislsigg ihe Brothers” 
House became and has remained 
the home of the Kennington 
branch of ‘loc H; and there arc 
still unbroken links with those 
early days. The first arrivals-in 
the September even before the 
builders moved out-were T D T 
Brocklehurst, a student at Guy’s 
Hospital who took up the duties 
of Honorary Warden, and 
Geoflrey Martin, a young man 
newly ‘up from Somerset’ who, 
became branch secretary. Geoff 
Martin was soon to make Toc H 
his life’s work and now, 50 

years on, is one of the Move- 
ment’s most respected ‘elder 
statesmen’. Jack Chipperton, a 
local lad and one of the founder 
members of the branch, became 
the first jobmaster and today, in 
his eighties, he continues his 
interest as one of a large number 
of branch Builders. 


The Mark has, of course, seen 
many changes over the years, but 
generally these have been gradual 
rather than sudden. In Kenning- 
ton’s experience, it has proved 
better to move in curves rather 
than at right angles. Throughout 
fifty years the main purpose has 
remained steadfast: that first and 
foremost the Mark itself is a 
continuing job of Toc H service. 


Kennington branch is now, as it 
always has been, an autonomous 
body comprised of ‘inmates’ and 
‘outmates’, and care is taken to 
preserve a healthy interdepen- 
dence. The branch has played a 
significant part over the ycars in 
maintaining continuity, under- 
standing of Toc H, and a con- 
sistency of purpose. Those who 
belong are part of the family— 
and, like any large family, its 
members at times have their 
differing viewpoints, In their 
meeting together, through 
debates and discussion they 
strive to reach a truc spirit of 
understanding between man and 
man. Rarely has it been a ques- 
tion of ‘Us’ and “Them”. 


In the early days the branch and 
house with some devoted and 


deeply committed friends 
pionecred a Boys’ Club in Quinn 
Square, Lambeth, eventually, 
after many years, handing over 
their interest as a going concern 
to an independent trust, Nowa- 
days, apart from a regular job at 
Guy’s Hospital, the branch job- 
masters organise more diverse 
forms of service, largely on an 

ad hoc basis and more particularly 
for old people in the locality. 
Certain it is that, scattered over 
the world, there are men whose 
social work in their local com- 
munity is all the stronger for the 
encouragement and guidance 
they received whilst living in the 
Mark, 


In the summer of 1939, with 
ominous signs of approaching 
war, many Marksmen and 
branch members joined terri- 
torial units or the civil defence; 
and, in that fateful autumn, a 
number found themselves far 
from Kennington not knowing 
when, if ever, they would return. 
The few who remained in the 
Mark did what they could-with 
sticky tape on the windows and 
sandbags over the coal bunkers!— 
to make the house secure; but, 
standing as it docs within a mile 
or two across the river from 
Whitehall and the Houses of 
Parliament, they well knew that, 
in the expectation of carly and 
heavy air raids, the house was 
highly vulnerable. 


There were serious thoughts of 
closure in high places. Apart 
from the danger, the house in 


that first war winter was barely 
half full and hardly viable. But, 
thanks to the pertinacity and 
persuasiveness of a number of 
good friends-and, let it be said, 
aided by an enlightened decision 
of the War Office nominating 
London Marks as off-duty havens 
for Officer Cadets-it triumph- 
antly survived. 


In the event, the raids came and 
the house was shaken to its 
foundations. But, although there 
were some near misses (one bomb 
destroyed a house and caused 
casualties within a few yards) the 
Mark never closed. Indeed, 
catering as it did throughout the 
war for civilians and servicemen 
of all denominations, nationali- 
ties, shapes and sizes, and pro- 
viding a focal place for the local 
community, it proved to be a 
truc centre of fellowship and 
service in the finest traditions of 
Talbot House. 


The lounge 


Jack Wadsworth, the Warden 


The Glorious 
Accident 


Post-war brought new problems. 
The house, battered and tempor- 
arily repaired, was in need of 
major structural overhaul and, 
in 1950, the work could be de- 
ferred no longer. It had been a 
proud boast at Kennington that, 
like the Windmill Theatre, that 
other palace of varieties across 
the river which had withstood 
the wartime bombing, ‘we never 
closed’. But now the future of the 
house hung in the balance. 


Fortunately, at that time, a 
property owned by Toc H next 
door to Mark II in St George’s 
Square, intended for conversion 
to a conference centre, was 
standing empty and, in June 
1950-in an unexpected heat- 
wave-the Brothers’ House moved 
en bloc from Kennington to West- 
minster, Mark II co-operated in 
the catering; Toc H friends 
provided beds for a residuc of 
Marksmen who could not be 
accommodated in the smaller 
premises; and the branch took 
the move in its stride. 


The return was accomplished-in 
a snow-storm-just in time for a 
Christmas celebration. The 
branch, of course, moved back 
too, and was naturally proud of 
never having had to forego a 
guest night throughout the 
upheaval. 


Major structural work again 
became necessary in 1971 to cope 
with more stringent fire regula- 
lions and to provide some much- 
needed breathing space in the 
basement, This time no one 
moved out, although the work, 
amidst much domestic upheaval- 
coped with most valiantly by a 
devoted and long-suffering 
Housekeeper and stafl-took well 
nigh two years to complete. The 
Marksmen themselves lent willing 
hands with the redecorations. 
‘Irs like living in a builder’s 
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yard’, said one cheerful young 
man as he combed out some 
fallen plaster from his hair. 


Outwardly, the house today looks 
very much as it always did and, 
as a building of historical interest, 
is subject to a Preservation Order 
made by the local council, 


In 1969, in accordance with a 
policy decision of the Central 
Exccutive, a local Management 
Committee was set up charged 
with the responsibility for the 
general management of the 
Brothers’ House and for making 
every eflort to ensure its financial 
viability. This body, functioning 
as a subcommittec of the Central 
Executive, meets regularly in the 
Mark. It is fortunate in having a 
young, dedicated former Marks- 
man as its Chairman-a chartered 
surveyor by profession-and his 
team maintains excellent relations 
with both house and branch. 

But their task is a formidable one 
and there are many anxieties, 
The house withstood the blitz; 
but the team are conscious that 
the perils of inflation could prove 
more insidious, 


Economically, the Mark with 26 
‘lettable’ beds is finely balanced. 
Even with every bed taken, every 
night-a virtual impossibility- it 
is, in terms of pounds and pence, 
difficult to produce a profit. With 
only one bed empty for a few 
weeks-which happens even in the 
best-regulated family—a ‘loss’ is 
inevitable, But fortunately, 
although pounds and pence are 
of prime importance, the success 
or failure of a Mark is not to be 
measured only in simple economic 
terms, How does one measure the 
success or failure of Toc H? Is it 
solely the figure at the bottom of 
the profit and loss account? One 
only has to ask the question to 
sce that ‘profitability’ is to be 
measured also in human terins, 


What has been the most con- 
spicuous feature of the past 50 
years at Kennington? Many who 
know both the Mark and branch 
would answer: ‘Continuity’. 


Continuity of purpose and of 
people. The Mark is notable for 
the longevity of its | lonorary 
Wardens and, through half a 
century, the ‘amatcur status’ of 
that office has never been broken, 
The present incumbent has 
served for nine years, following a 
twenty-year stint as a faithful 
deputy to his predecessor—a 
record of one man’s quiet, 
voluntary, personal service surely 
unique even in Toc H. His 
deputy, in turn, has served the 
Mark and branch in various 
capacities since his arrival in 
1951, notably in the roles of 
custodian of the Chapel and 
branch pilot. In the words of the 
prayer of Sir Francis Drake- 
“itis not the beginning but 
the continuing of the same that 
yieldeth the true glory.’ 


Similarly in the branch, con- 
tinuity has been preserved. The 
present Honorary Treasurer has 
held office for some 15 years, and 
he followed one (the late, much- 
loved ‘Nib’ Holder) who had 
guarded the Kennington family 
purse for at least the previous 30! 


Not that the functions of Mark 
and branch, which are in many 
ways intertwined, have become 
in any sense fossilised. Other 
officers come and, the Mark 
being what it is, pass on, The 
present branch chairman, for 
instance, was elected this year 
almost at the same time as he 
was initiated a full member of 
Toc H. Indecd, it is from such 
appointments that the branch 
draws new strength, at the same 
time serving the Mark and its 
purpose by the opportunities so 
offered for participation and 
involvement. 


Is there an anniversary message 
for this happily-named house as 
it completes its half-century? 
Perhaps the words of St Paul will 
suffice— 


“Let brotherly love continue, Be not 
Jorgetful to entertain strangers ; for 
thereby some have entertained angels 
unawares.’ 


news point 


Farewell, Southern 


wilf Youngs 
Area Secretary 


The last event in the Southern 
Area before going Regional was 
the Area Rally, which took the 
form of a garden party and was 
held in the grounds of Mark V, 
Southampton, on Saturday, 22 
June. Although it clashed with 
some branch activities, it was fair- 
ly well supported. This was not 
meant to be a moncy-raising effort, 
but the magnificent sum of £138 
was made. £100 has been sent to 
the Family Purse and the balance 
will be used in the Region. 

The garden party was opened 
by Mr Arthur Hunt, Director of 
Social Services, Hampshire. 

Our thanks are due to Mr 


Hakins and his team of dancers 
who entertained us during the 
afternoon; also to all those who 
worked so hard to make this event 
so successful. 


‘Hello? Weatherman? Look, l've 
just shovelled two and a half feet 
of “cloudy with rain at times” off 
my front drivel’ 

Graeme Armstrong 


The Brothers’ House 


Mark XIII is celebrating its fiftieth 
anniversary with a Service of 
Thanksgiving and a social evening 
on 9 November. 


Good News 


The rebirth of Toc H at Crewkerne 
is quite rightly something to be 
proud of. Ted Harris writes to tell 
us that they now have a weekly 
attendance of around 15, eight of 
them full members. Their work 
includes helping hospitals and 
working with young pcople, They 
have a real family spirit with an 
age range of 17 to 69, from all 
walks of life, and are looking for- 
ward to the return of their Lamp 
to its rightful home, It’s always 
good news to hear of branches in- 
creasing! 


Holiday for Belfast 
boys 

Once again Rhyl North Toc H has 
given a holiday to 38 boys from the 
Crumlin Road and Ardoyne areas 
of Belfast. The party, whose aver- 
age age was 10, included equal 
numbers of Protestants and Catho- 
lics, and was led by Frank Hood 
of Cairn Lodge Youth Club in 
Belfast, aided by Michael Brennan 
of Butler Street Youth Club and 
Toc H member Mrs Eileen Camp- 
bell from Donaghee, who acted as 
camp cook. The branch gave each 
boy a stamped picture postcard so 
that he could write home to his 
parents. Varied activities were laid 
on during the holiday by neigh- 
bouring Toc H branches, and help 
was given by three students from 
Northern Ireland who came along 
as volunteers on the project. 


Toc H Seat 


Ethel Davey 

Point Three correspondent 

Cardiff branch members were 
thrilled when, about to sit on a 
seat in Cheltenham’s Montpelier 
Gardens, they read the inscription: 
“Presented to Cheltenham Corporation 
by Toc H on 23 June 1965 on their 
50th Anniversary in memory of the late 
Rt Rev M H G Leonard, Bishop of 
Thetford, formerly Chaplain of Chel- 
tenham College-Founder of the local 
branch? So interested were the 
Cardiff visitors that they decided 
to take a brass rubbing as a sou- 
venir of their visit to the town. 


Holiday happiness 


A party of physically handicapped 
people recently spent a holiday at 
Gibson’s Camp, Bracklesham Bay, 
organised by the Southdown Dis- 
trict of Toc H. The Toc H mem- 
bers brought the guests there by 
car and minibus from various parts 
of the country, including the Royal 
Hospital and Home for Incurables, 
Putney, and the John Howard 
Convalescent Home, Brighton. 
The week was spent in the care of 
12 volunteers, including students 
and a member of Toc H West 
Worthing, Nurse Grace Freeman, 
and led by Ron Longstaff and 
Elizabeth Mills, Activities includ- 
ed a flower festival and wheel- 
chair rambles, and two of the party 
were able to paddle for the first 
time in their lives! Light entertain- 
ment was provided in the camp’s 
concert hall throughout the week, 
and the general comment at the 
end of a happy week was “The 
volunteers are tops.’ 


News from Colsterdale 


Bob Banks recently paid a visit to 
Colsterdale while his friend, a 
North Yorkshire social worker, 
was on a project there. For Bob 
it was quite an occasion, for he was 
born in the house nearly 60 ycars 
ago. He and his wife were very 
pleased at being able to look over 
the house after such a long time, 
and Bob recalled many childhood 
memories of times spent at Colster- 
dale with his brothers and sisters. 
He was extremely impressed by 
the adaptations made to the house 
and by the work being done there. 

The Sheffield Probation Service 
again ran a holiday for deprived 
children at the centre, and this was 
accepted by Toc H South York- 
shire as their project; 20 children 
and five parents took part in pic- 
nics, hiking, swimming, games and 
competitions, Families and helpers 
became good friends during the 
week. 
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Picture point 


Feeding time-Toc H stylel Leicester 
children on a holiday at West 
Pinchbeck, organised by Toc H with 
money raised from the Spalding 
Tulip Festival last May 

Photo: Lincolnshire Free Press 


Folks from the local Eventide Home on the Toc H Harpenden annual outing 
to Westcliffe-on-Sea. On the way home Brentwood Toc H entertained the, 
party to tea 

Photo: Peter J Elgar, Brentwood 


B d 
Project volunteers relaxing at 
Beacon Fell Information Centre in 
the Lake District 
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= Fi s Leaping for j 
The Toc H Derby Boys’ Camp has just celebrated 50 golden years. and this of Toc H Bognor Regis during the 
yaar more than 50 boys attended the camp to spend a holiday under canvas local carnival this summer 


Photo: Derby Evening Telegraph Photo: Bognor Observer 
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Small : | 
A recording of seasonal words 


advertisements and music 


Small advertisements must be 

received (with remittance) five by John Hull 
weeks before publication day, ; 

which is the first of the month. featuring 


The charge is 3p a word (mini- . i 
mum 30p) to Point Three maga- Sir Bernard Miles 


zine. Rates of display advertisc- and the New Anglian Singers 
ments can be obtained from the 
Editorial Office, Toc H, | Forest The Singers will be appearing on ‘Songs of Praise’ 


Close, Wendover, Aylesbury, 
Bucks 1P22 Gur. Telephone 
0296-623911. 


on 24 November, singing ‘If ye love me’ (Tallis) 


Stowe Community Service visits more 
than 400 old people weekly. Green 
Shield stamps, Pink stamps, Co-op 
stamps and all brands of cigarette 
coupons desperately needed for hot- 
water units and better heating. All gifts, 
however small, will be put to lasting use. 
Stowe Community Service, Buckingham 
MKl8 Sen (a registered charity). Publications Dept, Toc H, 1 Forest Close, Wendover 


Price 50p from 


Bucks HP22 6BT 


Bruges, Belgium. 
Hotel Jacobs (estab- 
lished 50 years) 
welcomes Toc H 
parties and indivi- 
dual visitors to this 
lovely old city with- 
in easy reach of 
other famous cities 
of art, and of the 
coast. Comfortable, 

= modernised hotel. 
Quiet situation. Parking. English spoken. 
Strongly recommended. Bed and break- 
fast only. Mr Jules Lictaert, Hore. 
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SEASONAL WORDS 
AND MUSIC 


D oe 


A small anthology of poetry 
by Toc H members and friends 
who have been involved in the 
poetry week-ends at Dor Knap 
over the last two years. 

Price: 20p plus 5p postage 
Available from: 

Editorial Office, Toc H, 

1 Forest Close, Wendover, 
Bucks HP22 6BT 


Sir Bernau Miles 


Rew Anglin Singers 
(Director John Hull) 


CHRISTMAS SHOPTING LIST 


Toc H Diaries... 


An invaluable handbook containing useful Toc H addres 


the Movement. Bound in synthetic leather, with the symbol in gold. 


Price 35p 


...and Christmas Cards 


A crested card, with small Toc H symbol design embossed in orange. 


Price 35p per dozen 


Cuff Links 


ses as well as the usual wealth of information about 


With Toc H symbol in elegant gold-plated hexagonal surround. Ideal gift at Christmas or any time. 


Price £1-50 per pair 


Records 


‘Tubby Talking’. Record now free, Postage and packing 25p 
‘A Tapestry of Winter’ by The New Anglian Singers. Now offered at 50p 


Order Form 

Please send now to 
Publications Dept, Toc H 
1 Forest Close, Wendover 
Aylesbury, Bucks 1p22 6er 


Christmas Cards 

Please order only in dozens 

Postage and packing up to 2 doz 10p 
over 2 doz 15p 

Diaries 

Cuff Links 

“Tubby Talking’ 


‘A Tapestry of Winter’ 


Please enclose remittance with order 


From - 


(please write clearly) 


ro. ee 


doz at 35p 

— at 35p each 
———— at {1:50 per pair 

——-_——— at 25p each 


at 50p cach 


Total — 


Signed 


nn. DIANCH 
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